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¥ SCOOPS OF JOY. SWEET COMMUNITY. %
.t‘v"/ Our annual Ice Cream Social
v is coming up on July 29th!

If you plan to make homemade

ice cream for this event, please
@ sign up on the sheet located
on the bulletin board

and let our church family
-~ know which flavor you «
< will be bringing.

V) We look forward to a
L8 wonderful evening v
of fellowship and delicious @
homemade ice cream!
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FILLED WITH COMMUNITY &:JOY!
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July 4th is a very special day in the life of our country. It is the celebration of the birth of
our nation. On July 4, 1776 we declared our independence from England and became a
free nation. The Founding Fathers of our country were wise to build their new country on
the principles of the Bible and of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We all have heard the famous quote by Patrick Henry: “Give me liberty or give me death.”
But most of us do not know what he said before this great quote. At the Constitutional
Convention he said,

It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded not
by religionists but by Christians, not on religion but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We
shall not fight alone. God presides over the destinies of nations. The battle is not to the
strong alone. Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains
and slavery? Forbid it, ALMIGHTY GOD! Give me liberty or give me death!"

We too would be wise to build our lives on the principles of the Bible and on the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our country has been strong when we have obeyed the Bible
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and we have become weak when we have not obeyed.
The same principle of obedience to the Bible and to Jesus Christ applies to the individual
as well. We can have freedom from sin (salvation) through Christ Jesus, but if we are not
diligent in obeying God as He reveals Himself through the Bible, we will find ourselves
weak and enslaved.

This July remember the freedom we secured from tyranny in 1776 and the freedom
we have or can have from sin in Christ Jesus. When we build our lives or our country on
the Bible and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we experience true freedom. Celebrate the
freedom we have and be diligent to preserve it through our obedience to the God Who
gave us our freedom in Jesus.
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